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Research on Food Additives (Part 3)
On the Color Materials in Marketing
Drinking Mix Powder

Hisako Akiyama
(Hokkaido Institute of Public Health)

The color materials in drinking mix powder were
investigated.

In total, 66 samples were collected from retail shops
I Hokkaido in summer of 1962.

The results obtained were as follows :

1) Orange series (23 samples)

6 samples contained Sunset yellow FCF ; 14 samples,
Sunset yellow FCF and Tartrazine ; 1 sample, Sunset
yellow FCF and Ponceau R or Ponceau 3 R :and 1
sample, Sunset yellow FCF, Tartrazine and Amaranth.

2) Yellow series (21 samples)

15 samples contained Tartrazine ; and 6 samples,
Tartrazine and Sunset yellow FCF.

3) Yellow-green (3 samples) and green (5 samples)
series

all 8 samples tested contained Brilliant blue FCF and
Tartrazine.

4) Purple series (9 samples)

The combinations of color materials of purple grape

powdered juices were varied. All 9 samples tested
contained Brilliant blue FCF as chief coloring material,
and contained one or several kind of colors of yellow
(Tartrazine, Sunset Yellow FCF),
Ponceau R or Ponceau 3 R), and purple (Acid violet
6 B).

5) Red (3 samples) and brown (2 samples) series

red (Amaranth,

The combinations of color materials of red and brown
powdered drinks were also varied. All 5 samples
tested contained Amaranth, and contained one or several
kind of colors of yellow (Tartrazine, Sunset yellow
FCF), red (New coccine), blue (Brilliant blue FCF),
and orange (Orange I).

As above, all 66 samples tested were found to contain
chemical synthetic colors permitted by the Japan Food
Sanitation Law as coloring materials, and none was

found to contain natural or unpermitted colors.
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