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18 Three connected outbreaks of
Salmonella entevitidis food

poisoning due to ‘‘Amazake”

Tomio Saito, Hiroshi Mitamura, Takashi Aikawa
(Hokkaido Institute of public Health)
Kazuo Morihiro, Shyogo Hoshi

Section of Enviromental Sanitation
Department of Health

Hokkaido Prefectural Goverment

Three outbreaks of Salmonella enteritidis food
poisoning which occured in Nemuro city between
December 1964 and March 1965, were reported.

In all the cases home made “Amazake” were
incriminated as the responsible food stuff, and 25
persons who consumed the “Amazake” were poisoned.
Salmonella enteritidis were isolated from “Amazake”
as the causal microorganismus. ‘“‘Amazake” is a sort
of sacharified and fermented rice drinks which is usually
made of “Koji” malted rice and rice gruel. In these
case of food poisoning malted rice used as the material
were considered to be responsible for the occurence.
Although these incriminated malted rice were
manufactured in a small factory on November 1964
and withdrawed immediately after the first outbreaks
of food poisoning, the remainder were still selled in
a small retail store after that three months. Salmonella
enteritidis were also isolated from the feces of a mouse
which were captured in the factory.

It was concluded that these three outbreaks of food
poisoning were resulted in the fecal contamination

during the manufacturing of malted rice.
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