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10 Results of surveys for multilocular echi-
nococcosis in Rebun Island carried out
in 1967 and 1968

Mitsuru Kumagai, Hiroo Iida, Koji Takahashi
and Masayoshi Ueda (Hokkaido Institute of
Public Health)

Yoichi Takashi
Tanaka and Ryoji Kobayashi (Department of
Hokkaido

Kasai, Nakamura, Satoru

Surgery, University School of
Medicine)

Toshio Nozaki, Shigeru Yoshikawa and Isamu
Ueno (Hokkaido Wakkanai Health Center)

The following results were obtained by the health
examinations, skin tests and complement fixation tests
for multilocular echinococcosis carried out on a total
of 79 patients and suspected cases of Rebun Island,
Hokkaido, during 1967 and 1968.

1. A considerable number of individuals who had
once been diagnosed as cases and suspected cases of
multilocular echinococcosis were found to have no
This

was thought to be due to the administration of

signs and symptoms at the present surveys.

thymol preparations and/or spontaneous cure.

2. In overt cases, enlargement of the liver was
prominent and positive reactions were observed in
CF and skin tests. In suspected cases, however,
there were individuals who showed positive reaction
in only CF test and who showed enlargement of the
liver without positive CF reaction, and most of them
were found to be negative in skin test.

3. In overt cases, positive reactions were observed
in skin tests both with tapeworm-antigen and sheep-
cystic fluid-antigen. In suspected cases, moreover,
some individuals showed positive reaction only in
skin test with tapeworm-antigen.

4. A possible relationship between the pathogenesis
of multilocular echinococcosis and the results of the
clinical examinations and immunological reactions was

discussed.
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