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11 Studies on skin reaction of multilocular
echinococcosis (Part 11) Skin reaction with
an extract of adult tapeworms of Echinoco-

ccus multilocularis

Mitsuru Kumagai, Hiroo Iida, Koji Takahashi
and Masayoshi Ueda (Hokkaido Institute of
Public Health)

Akira Kézuma (Hokkaido Shibecha Health
Center)

Skin reactions against cyst fluid of E. griz\nulosus
and an extract of adult tapeworms of E. multilocula~
ris as antigens were investigated with patients of
multilocular  echinococcosis, suspected cases and
healthy persons residing in two invaded areas, Rebun
Island and the jurisdiction of Shibecha Health Center
Hokkaido. The results were summarized as follows

(1) Among the residents in Rebun Island, both
cyst fluid- and tapeworm-antigens elicited positive
reaction in overt cases and negative in healthy
persons. Some of the suspected cases showed positive
reaction against tapeworm-antigen but not against
cyst fluid-antigen.

(2) Among the residents in the jurisdiction of
Shibecha Health Center, there were several individ-
uals who reacted positively against both antigens but
showed no symptoms. Also a considerable number
of the residents showed positive reaction against
only tapeworm-antigen while several ones against
only cyst fluid-antigen.

(3) The possible relationship  between  the  life
cycle of E. multilocularis and the reactively of man
against - cyst [luid-= and  tapeworm-antigens  was

discussed.





