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Scanning electron microscopy of the egg of

Echinococcus multilocularis
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Scanning electron microscopy of the egg

of Echinococcus multilocularis

KINPEI YAGI and KEISAKU HATTORI

The ultrastructures of the egg of Echinococcus multilocularis were observed using scanning

electron microscopy (SEM).

SEM revealed the three-dimentional structures of the outer embryopholic

membrane and the embryophore; crater-shaped pores on the outer embryopholic membrane, polygonal

blocks of embryophore and spherical embryophoric lacunae.

The egg of Taenia

pisiformis was also observed by SEM to see if there were any difference between

that of E. multilocularis. However we could not clarify the differences between the two species in this

study.

Fig. 1 Scanning electron micrographs of the

egg of Fclinococcus multilocularis

A . Crater-shaped pores on the surface of out-
er embryophoric membrane

B. Polygonal blocks of embryophore

C . Embryophoric lacunae within the blocks

Fig. 2 Scanning electron micrographs of the

A.

egg of Taenia pisiformis

Two Kinds of pores on the surface of
outer embryophoric membrane
Polygonal blocks of embryophore and
peeling outer membrane

Embryophoric lacunae within the blocks



