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Chemical Studies on Astragali Radix (Part 2 )
Free Amino Acids in the Roots of Astragalus
membranaceus and Other Allied Plants
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Table 1 . Contents of 7y-aminobutyric acid and canavanine in Astragalus and Hedysarum roots

Sample Original plant Habitat ¥-Aminobutyric acid Canavanine
NO. (%) (%)
1 A. membranaceus BUNGE Japan (Hokkaido) 0.07 1.12
2 A. membranaceus BUNGE Japan(Hokkaido) 0.06 0.35
3 A. gummifer Japan(Hokkaido) 0.06 0.35
4 A. gummifer Japan(Hokkaido) 0.08 0.37
5 A. gummifer Japan(Hokkaido) 0.06 0.29
6 A. austriacus Japan(Hokkaido) 0.02 0.04
7 A ;‘ijjslls‘;fzzlf"f(’“”ﬁ;w/\ Japan(Hokkaido) 0.07 0.58
8 A. sinicus L. Japan(Hokkaido) 0.06 0.05
9 H. polyboturys HAND- MAzz China 0.06 0.06
10 H. polyboturys HAND- MAzz China 0.04 0.06
11 H. polyboturys HAND- MAzz China 0.05 0.07
12 H. polyboturys HAND- MAzz China 0.06 0.07
13 H. wicioides TuUrcz. Japan(Hokkaido) 0.09 0.21
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Table. 2 . Percentage composition of free amino acids
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in Astragalus and Hedysarum roots(mole %)

Sample No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 o1 12 13
Glycine 0.2l 0.38 0.0 018 044 05 011 070 035 027 029 032 048
Alanine 104 1.62 115 1.6 3.37 1.4 173 38 213 266 297 267 8
Valine 0.3 015 0.57 057 050 0.8 0.7 320 05 006 018 019 0.95
Leucine 043 038 013 02 041 060 028 213 0.5 006 017 028 0.73
Isoleucine 0.49 027 045 0.42 045 059 039 206 02 009 013 015 0.8
Phenylalanine 0.09 0.0 0.08 0.18 025 046 025 0.8 078 006 0.07 0.13 0.20
Proline 11.87 34.75 24.01 24.68 37.36 46.74 9.76 5.47 16.63 44.67 29.10 32.51 663
Serine 072 0.87 043 070 131 111 151 3.5 09 061 091 08 158
Threonine 0.3 038 042 0.61 0.8 08 0.7 217 05 02 028 037 0.8
Cysteine 0.14 019 037 0.5 0.8 26 107 09 ND 06 038 ND ND
Methionine 0.2 023 008 0.08 015 017 010 024 008 ND ND 005 0.2
Tryptophan 046 038 006 020 011 06 02 045 019 ND 007 ND ND
Tyrosine 0.11 047 008 014 019 036 015 07 011 ND 010 0.17 0.08
Aspartic acid 1.9 281 049 095 2.00 1.06 0.40 4.5 2.94 228 3.3 2.78 1.59
Asparagine 4619 28.30 60.94 52.67 2063 30.41 20.17 51.78 55.53 26.68 34.83 33.16 43.67
Glutamic acid 1.9 1.7 028 037 1.8 1.7 22 7.69 137 1.08 143 1.00 1.58
Lysine 0.06 0.3 0.05 012 032 02 014 15 047 0.2 046 0.5 0.8]
Arginine 0.6 949 3.9 678 804 3.7 40.95 2.3 13.07 15.60 20.90 19.93 24.81
Histidine 0.66 054 0.8 1.2 0.94 0.72 250 1.43 115 1.5 1.19 15 1.07
7-Aminobutyric acid 223 417 1.24 231 2.8 2.28 2.8 2.9 1.74 1.63 176 192 3.70
Canavanine 1974 13.21 427 603 8.04 334 1372 141 099 1.54 141 1.3 518
::j;: {;i;eZTBZS) 321.8 148.2 466.2 348.7 2053 68.9 238.2 217.4 321.4 227.9 282.2 300.8 230.5
Canavanine

”/’/,,,—/f’f”,’/ 186 139 1.09 0.8 1.00 099 034 061 008 010 007 007 0.21

Arginine
ND : not detected Sample No. 1 — 8 : Astragalus roots, No. 9 —13 : Hedysarum roots
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