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The Distance from Houses to the Red Fox
Observed with Spotlight Census Technique
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Tablél The number of foxes observed within each distance in Nemuro area in November, 1986-1988.

Distance from houses (m) 0-50 50-250 250-500 500- Total
1986 1 11 11 2
1987 0 20 34 5
1988 0 33 36 3

Total 1 64 81 10 156

(%) (0.6) (41.0) (52.0) (6.4) (100)

Table2 The number of foxes observed within each distance in Nemuro area in March, 1987-1989.

Distance from houses (m) 0-50 50-250 250-500 500~ Total
1987 9 15 25 10
1988 3 18 28 0
1989 12 27 40 8
Total 24 60 93 18 195
(%) (12.3) (30.8) (47.7) (9.2) (100)

Table3 The number of foxes observed within each distance in Naganuma area in November, 1987-1988.

Distance from houses (m) 0-50 50-250 250-500 500~ Total
1987 4 5 4 0
1988 9 41 4 0
Total 13 46 8 0 67
(%) (19.4) (68.7) (11.9) (0.0) (100)
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The extent of activity of red fox around houses in
endemic area of alveolar hydatidosis in Hokkaido,
Japan was studied.

Spotlight censuses of red fox were conducted on two
areas in March and November, 1986-1989. The dis-

tance was measured on map from the point at which the
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red fox was first observed to the nearest house.

In Nemuro area, 195 and 156 foxes were observed in
March (totals of 15 days in 1987-1989) and in November
(totals of 13 days in 1986-1988) respectively over a fixed
route of about 23km. About 40% and 50% of foxes
observed were in 0-250m and 250-500m from the nearest
house respectively in March and in November. While
the number of foxes observed in 0-50m from the nearest
house were 24 (12.3 %) in March, only 1 (0.6%) in
November. Since the snowfall makes difficult for fox
to feed in pasture or in wasteland, fox seems to ap-
proach houses to feed garbage or the afterbirth of cows
in March.

In Naganuma area, 67 foxes were observed in
November (totals of 10 days in 1987-1988) over a fixed
route of about 29km. About 90% of foxes observed
were in 0-250m and 13 (19.4%) foxes were in 0-50m
from the nearest house. The number of foxes observed
at near house in Naganuma area were more than that in
Nemuro area, since the density of house in Naganuma

were higher than that in Nemuro.
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Fig. 3 A fox observed at the side of pig farm



